By Tanya Marwood

On Saturday 21 July at the Chittering Landcare Centre
ANZ bank presented a much-appreciated cheque for
$10,600 to the Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise
(FOWST) group. The money had been raised from the
sale of blue elephant moneyboxes at the bank's WA
branches, through an initiative of WWF Australia, with
whom ANZ now has a national partnership.

The northern part of the Swan Valley is the last wild
refuge of Australia’s rarest reptile—the Western Swamp
Tortoise. Listed as critically endangered, this charming
little animal is now under threat from a drying climate and
the ongoing pressures of Perth’s growing population.
Currently there are less than 50 wild mature individuals in
the only two locations in the world.

The Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise is a
volunteer community group aiming to support the
Department of Environment and Conservation and the
Western Swamp Tortoise Recovery Team in their efforts
to save this animal from extinction.

In the first part of the gathering, Christina Mykytiuk from
WWF Wetland Watch spoke on the value of wetlands
and how the Wetland Watch Program can help local
landowners look after their wetland areas. Then Jan Bant
of FOWST spoke of the tortoise’s plight and what is being
done to help it. Following the cheque presentation and a
sausage sizzle, Recovery Team Chief Investigator Dr
Gerald Kuchling conducted a guided tour of the Ellen
Brook Nature Reserve—one of the two sites where the
tortoise still occurs naturally.

Dr Kuchling and his colleagues are investigating further
translocation sites to increase the population in the wild.
Keep an eye on the FOWST website for more details
more details on how the funds raised by ANZ are being
used. www.westernswamptortoise.com

Further information: please contact Jan Bant from The

Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise on 9344 2872 or
0408024800

Kim Nichol of ANZ presents the cheque to Jan Bant—FoWST

% National Threatened Species Day: 7th September

Habitat restoration field day: 8th September
Last for 2007!

% FoOWST meeting: 17th September
g FOWST meeting: 15th October

If you have suggestions for the newsletter or
articles feel free to email them to
westernswamptortoise@yahoo.com.au

Chair ANZ fundraising money box

Habitat restoration field day 2007



By Jan Bant

A large group of Friends attended Edgecombe Brothers Winery on

Saturday 5th May to help erect the display shelter provided by the
Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC). When the job was
completed we strolled to the Winery's Lake Yakine at the rear of the
property to see if there were any of the resident long-necked tortoises
sunning themselves. Thanks to AIf Edgecombe for plying us with
refreshments to help the project along. As the venue is a wonderful tourist
destination, the 3 DEC panels and Friends Group panel will be viewed by
people from all over the world.

Several planting days have been held at Ellen Brook Nature Reserve to

revegetate the new section of the reserve. Friends have planted both
wetland and dryland plants, and Graham from DEC reports a good survival
rate so far. The steady rains have sealed the clay, and the new dams are
now filling. A big thanks to DEC crew members for their attendance and
organization on the planting days.

Conservation Volunteers Australia, in conjunction with Midland Brick,
have spent a week in the Reserve planting a wide variety of local
provenance plants in the degraded areas.

Students from years 5, 6 and 7 at Mirrabooka Primary School decided

after studying Threatened Species for the term, and becoming aware of
the problems with declining habitat, decided to become part of the solution,
requesting their teachers arrange an opportunity to revegetate the habitat of
a Threatened Species. The Western Swamp Tortoise was the animal
chosen, and the children went to Ellen Brook Nature Reserve in late June.

Unfortunately, the previous week had been rain free, and the ground was
extremely hard. One child remarked that “this isn’'t soil, it is cement”.
Thanks to the DEC crew who dug 300 holes with pickaxes on the day before
so that the students could realize their aim.

If you are traveling along Great Northern Highway in the vicinity of

Bullsbrook, keep an eye out for the large posters on the amenities block
in the park on the corner of Chittering Road. This park is a favourite stop for
tourist buses to stop for morning tea, and was identified by Melanie, one of
our members, as a great location for the old Gull posters (since replaced at
Ginger’'s Service Station by new DEC posters). She followed through with
the City of Swan, who not only gave permission for them to be displayed at
that location, but were happy to install them for us. A big thanks to Melanie
for her hard work on this project!

The Fremantle Literature Centre has obtained the original sketches and

paintings from the book Yakkin the Swamp Tortoise from Guundie and
Gerald Kuchling. They will use the wonderful paintings to enhance visits by
school children and demonstrate the work of an author.

/

Thank you to Andrew Burbidge and Gerald
Kuchling (members of the Western Swamp
Tortoise Recovery Team) for the wonderful
article in Landscope magazine. Their pas-
sion to save Australia’s most endangered
reptile from extinction is evident in every
word of the article.

Tune into the next edition of Tortoise Tales
for an article on the latest captive bred
release!
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By Helen Pitman

During winter the tortoises enter
swamps once there is a couple of
centimetres of water in them. They
only live in non-perennial (temporary)
shallow swamps with a clay base,
where much of the surrounding and is
predominantly sand. They sense the
time has come to leave their
aestivation tunnels and begin to feed
on small crustaceans and insect larva
to build up their body mass.
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