ADDITIONAL FUNDING REQUEST

Round 10 grant “Rehabilitating newly acquired Western Swamp Tortoise Habitat” is ready for acquittal, having achieved its original objectives. 
The Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise, Inc. would like to apply for a further grant to partially replicate the previous project at a different site. Rehabilitation of the new site, whilst presenting some different problems, should be expedited by the considerable expertise gained from the previous project. The rehabilitation is project managed by the Department of Environment and Conservation, with on-ground volunteer assistance from the Friends group.
The new acquisition of land links up to 600ha of habitat areas on Mogumber and Lake Wannmal Nature Reserves, and will restore approximately 9 ha of western swamp tortoise habitat. This is part of 30 ha recently purchased by Western Power (Lot 101 Mindarra) to be added at their cost to the National Reserve System, and 12 ha donated by the landowners (part Lot 3 Mindarra). Lot 3 is in excellent condition. Lot 101 has been grazed and cleared. DEC will be adding these 42 ha to the National Reserve System and managing the area to reduce critical threats to the tortoise. This corridor is the area to be revegetated.
A hydrological assessment will guide the creation of up to 5 small wetlands to supplement the existing areas and improve resilience in the face of climate change.

Adjoining areas will then be direct seeded and planted with local provenance tube stock.

Some direct seeding can be implemented in Winter 2009, on the margins of the banksia woodland, and in the vicinity of the 3 TECs on the site. 

· Eucalyptus calophylla- Xanthorrhoea preissii woodlands and shrublands, Swan Coastal Plain -  critically endangered in WA; 

· Herb rich shrublands in clay pans – vunerable in WA;  

· Claypans with mid dense shrublands of Melaleuca laterita over herbs – a priority Ecological Community.
Some local provenance seed has already been collected for this purpose.
Some tube stock will be available for purchase and  planting in Winter 2009.
Seed collection will occur in Dec/Jan/Feb 2010 to drive the next two/three years of the project. We are not seeking TSN funds for this long term application.

In summary, the Friends of the Western Swamp Tortoise, Inc. is seeking part funding for the creation of 2 tortoise ponds, 800 tube stock, and seed collection for direct seeding and tube stock in the subsequent years of the project.

